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“Burcell, herself a former FBI-trained forensic artist, keeps her appealing heroine hopping


 just a step ahead of mortal peril in this intricately plotted page-turner” 


–Publishers Weekly








A KILLER’S EMINENT EXECUTION LEADS TO UNEXPECTED TRUTHS





Driven to a life in law enforcement by the tragic murder of her father twenty years before, FBI forensic artist Sydney Fitzpatrick is now faced with uncertainty. On the twentieth anniversary of the crime, Sydney goes to San Quentin to meet Wheeler, the man convicted of the murder, a man who still proclaims his innocence, a man whose face has haunted her artist’s vision for twenty years. But instead of understanding her father’s death, Sydney is left with more questions than answers.  





Racing against the clock to get to the truth before Wheeler's execution, Sydney finds herself at odds with her department and her family. The discovery of her father’s connection to a covert military force and a banking scandal that reached to the top of the US government makes her the target of powerful but unknown forces until an 11th-hour meeting with Wheeler for a new forensic sketch provides the answers she's been seeking.





In Anthony–award winning author Robin Burcell’s new thriller FACE OF A KILLER (Harper paperbacks/an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, ISBN 9780061122309, on sale 11/25/2008),  Sydney Fitzpatrick unravels layers of lies going back decades to discover the truth about her father's death, and life.











ABOUT THE AUTHOR:


Robin Burcell has worked in law enforcement for over two decades as a police officer, detective, FBI-trained forensic artist and hostage negotiator. She is the author of the Anthony Award winning SFPD Homicide Inspector Kate Gillespie novels:  Every Move She Makes, Fatal Truth, Deadly Legacy and Cold Case.  


You can visit her website at: www.robinburcell.com/





Publishers Weekly 


“In this strong first in a new series from Burcell (Cold Case), San Francisco FBI forensic artist Sydney Fitzpatrick races to unravel the 20-year-old mystery of her father's murder before the upcoming execution of his convicted killer, Johnnie Wheeler. When Sydney interviews Wheeler in San Quentin against her mother's and stepfather's wishes, Wheeler's claims of innocence have a ring of truth. As Sydney begins to investigate her father's past, she uncovers unsavory secrets linking him and some old army buddies, including one who's now a high-powered U.S. senator, to a bank engaged in illegal activities. Sydney's dogged persistence and willingness to bend FBI rules endangers her family, but an 11th-hour meeting with Wheeler for a new forensic sketch points to the answers she's been seeking. Burcell, herself a former FBI-trained forensic artist, keeps her appealing heroine hopping just a step ahead of mortal peril in this intricately plotted page-turner. 





Library Journal starred review


On the 20th anniversary of FBI forensic artist Sydney Fitzpatrick's father's murder, a rape victim describes an attacker who resembles Sydney's father's killer, now on death row. Sydney interviews the convicted man; other clues turn up that lead Sydney to believe that he is innocent. As she digs into her father's life, she realizes that she never really knew him and certainly does not understand the motive behind his death. An FBI-trained forensic artist and the author of the Kate Gillespie series (Every Move She Makes; Fatal Truth; Deadly Legacy; Cold Case), Burcell brings her own experience to the fore in creating her protagonist. With a dramatic, gasp-inducing finale, this is a terrific new police procedural series. It might also appeal to readers who enjoy Jonathan Santlofer's thrillers about an NYPD forensic artist.





Kirkus


An FBI forensic artist finally solves her father's homicide.


Sydney Fitzpatrick has spent 20 years forgetting what she knew about her father's death, a robbery gone bad in his pizza parlor. But with just ten days to go before Johnnie Wheeler is to be executed at San Quentin for the crime, Sydney decides she wants to meet him face-to-face. Her remarried mother, appalled, asks family friend Senator Donovan Gnoble, now running for reelection, to dissuade her, but Sydney is undeterred. Soon thereafter, she receives a packet, sent by a Washington office-seeker just before he committed suicide, hinting that her father may have been a blackmailer who took part in Black Ops. Then her ex-fiance appears on her doorstep and warns her to butt out. But Sydney, more and more certain that Wheeler was framed and determined to uncover the truth, tracks down her father's old service buddies, setting herself up as an assassination target in the process. Meanwhile, her regular FBI caseload includes hunting down a serial rapist whose killing spree has led him across state lines. Before Sydney sorts out the good guys from the bad and ties her father's murder to global banking irregularities and cover-ups, she'll have to deal with bullets in Baja, arson in her apartment and a confrontation that endangers her mother, half-sister and stepfather.


Burcell (Cold Case, 2004, etc.) will have conspiracy buffs salivating -- as long as they skip the cutesy business with her neighbor's dog and her hunky FBI partner.

















Advanced Praise for FACE OF A KILLER









